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CONSIDERATIONS 
On the CONSEQUENCES of 


Repealing the Teſt- Act. 
OR THE 


Preſent Diſpute between the Diſ- f | 
ſenters and Church of England — 


Fairly ſtated. | 


HE Noiſe which * late the 
- > Diſſenters themſelves Prog 
Mz thought fit to make, con- 
cerning the Confiderableneſs of 
their Body, its Decay, and the 
2 moſt effetual Methods for re- 
viving a Spirit of Difſeuti n amonglt us, or as 


Inereft, has, I confeſs, ſo far awakered my 
Cur.oiity, as to occaſion my locking into 
ſome of the Pieces wrote upon this Subject. 


B One 
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One of the firſt that fell into my Hands 


was the celebrated Enquiry into the Cauſes 
of the Decay of the D ſſenting Intereſt, in a 
Letter to a Diſſenting Muwifter. This Pamph- 


let having in a ſhort time reached a ſecond 


Edition, and the Body of the Diſſenters 
having expreſſed a very high Eſteem for the 
Arguments laid down in that Work, how- 
ever low its Author, from his ſubſequent (I 
hope Honeſt and Chriſtian) Behaviour, may 
be fallen in their Eyes. I thought it my 


Duty to make public ſome Thoughts that 


occurred to me on the Peruſal of this Per- 
formance, becauſe in my Opinion there are 


many things inſiſted on therein, directly op- 


potite to the Reſpect and Obedience they 
owe to the Civil Magiſtrate, and very incon- 


ſiſtent with, as they are a very ill Return for, 


that Liberty they are allowed by the Tole- 
ration, v3 f ST | 
1 judge it proper for me however to de- 
clare in the very Entrance of this Diſcourſe, 
that it 1s neither an Itch of Writing, a Hu- 
mour of finding Fault, or that peeviſh 
Diſlike, which in this Pamphlet we ate told 
ſome People have to Diſſenters, that have 
been my Motives to this Undertaking: But 
on the contrary, a charitable Diſpoſition to 
aſſuage, a ſincere and earneſt Deſire of al- 


laying ſuch Feuds as may again kindle re- 


ligious Heats and Diſturbances amongſt us; 
by ſhewing how unreaſonable the Poſitious 
laid down by this Author are in themſelves, 
and how fatal they may be in their Conſe- 
quence, conſidering the Time in which they 
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Hare ſet on foot, viz. when our ſpiritual 

Enemies are employing the utmoſt both of 
their open and ſecret Force, for the over- 
turning, not the Eſtabliſhed Church, not the 
Proteſtant Religion only, but even the 


Pruth of the Goſpel itſelf, and that FAl rn 


1 which we profeſs in Gn | 
The Subject, our Enquirer firſt propoſes 
to conſider, is the Cauſes that have occaſi- 
oned a Decay of the Diſſenting Intereſt, 
ſince as he obſerves, no Remedy can be ap- 
palied 'rill zhey are diſcovered ; but that In- 
' tereſt muſt continue in a conſuming State, 


urtil it be quite worn out and ſpent. Theſe 


_ Cauſes then, ¶rejecting ſuch as had been aſ- 
ſigned by others] he reſolves into two, viz. 


Ignorance of their own Principles, and 1 


Conduct in the Management of their ow? 
Intereſts. 


To remedy the firſt of theſe, he procceds 
to laying down, what I think may, with 
the greateſt Propricty, be called the CREED 


of Diſſention. The Terms of which, (having 


Te firſt declared them irrefragable) he enters up- 
on in theſe Words. 

The fundamental Principle of the Diſ- 
4 ſenters is, as J apprehend, a Liberty for 


C every Man to form his own Sentiments, 


d and to purſue them by all lawful and re- 
1 1 gular Methods; to diſclaim the Impoſiti- 
5 , | B 2 7 oc FEY 
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« ons of Men, and to worſhip God accord- 
« ing to the Dictates of his own Conſci- 
RE = Oo 

I have, I confeſs, frequently wondered 
my ſelf, and have as oſten heard it wondered 
at by others; the Comprehenſiveneſs of this 
Term, PROTESTANT DissENTERS, conſi- 
dcring the Opinions profeſſed by ſome, who 
take upon them that Name; but here is a De- 
finition, broad enough to give ſhelter to Turks, 
Vetus, Iifdels, and to every fort of Here- 
ticks, as well as Presbyterians, Indepen- 
dente, Baptiſts, or any of the other Secta- 
ries, that are amongſt us. For what more 
is contended for, than this, by the boldeſt 
Deiſtical Writer that the Scepticiſm of this 

Age has produced? Or what more do they 
urge, © than that God, having given to all 
« Men Capacitics of underſtanding their Ob- 
« ligations to him, every Man ought there- 
« fore to act according to the Senſe he has of 
« theſe Obligations, diſclaiming the Impoſiti- 
ons of Men, and worſhipping God, (if he 
« think fit to worſhip him at all) in ſuch a 
« manner, as he ſhall pleaſe to declare is ſuit- 
able to his Conſcience. 

To this fundamental Principle, the Eu- 
qcrer ſubſoins ſeveral Suppoſes, which I do 
not think material for me to cxamine; but 
the laſt, I muſt confeſs, is ſo extraordinary 
a Suppoſition, that it is very improper for 
me 
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me to paſs 1t by. He ſays, © That neither our 


Saviour nor his Apoſtles, have laid down 
Rules for the Government of the Churches, 
« and it (that is, the Diſſenting Principle) 
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ſuppoſes, therefore, no ſuch Rules were ge- 
nerally in any Degree to be laid down; but 
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making diſcretionary Rules as another.“ 
Hence ſays he, © "The Reaſon why we differ 


« amongit our ſelves, and that it is impoſſible 
« for us to acquieſce under any Eſtabliſhment 
« whatloever; ſince the fame Motives that in- 


« quce us to diſſent in England would lead us 


« to the ſame in Rome, and at Scotland.” 


Before TI proceed further, let me entreat 


an Anſwer from the Diſſenters who admire 


this Pamphlet, why upon theſe Principles 
they urge ſo many Difficulties, as to the 


Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Eftabliſhed 


Church, when at the ſame time they ac- 


knowledge no Conceſſions could give them 


Satisfaction? Or why do they pretend, this 


or that Cauſe of their Diſſenting, when here 


it is frankly own'd, that no Terms can pro- 


cure their Aſſent at all? Or laſtly, if they 


are really ſatisfied, as to the Truth of 
theſe Principles, why are they continually 
pecking at the Eſtabliſhment, fince accord- 
ing to their own way of arguing, the 
Church of England, may ſure make what 


Regulations in ber way of Worſhip ſhe 


thinks 


that cach Church has the ſame Liberty of; - 
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thinks fit, by the ſame Right, which for the 
lame purpole, is aſſumed i in each petty Con- 
gregation of theirs ? 

But this way of arguing, as odd as it may 
appear to us, is conliſtent with theſe ſort of 
People, who are always contending for a 
two-fold Liberty, that of acting as they 
think proper amongſt themſelves, and de- 
nying the ſame Freedom unto other People, 
For the „irt of theſe they are continually 
pleading; and the latter they are ſure to 
exerciſe as often as they can acquire a Power 
lo to do. 

Having concluded his Articles, with the 
Suppoſitions we have juſt been ſpeaking ot, 
he goes on to aſſure us That theſe are the 
Principles of all Diſſenters, in all Places, 
and at all Times; I mean, adds he, of thoſe 
« who underſtand themſel ves. For it muſt be 
&* allowed (continues he) that there are many 
« who diſſent from the Eſtabliſhment, not 
« upon this Principle, but becauſe they think 
ce their own way of Worſhip to be the only 
« ſcriptural Method; and plead as ſtrictly, 
« and with as much Bigotry, for it, as the 
« higheſt in the Church of England do for 
« the Divine Right of Epiſcopacy.“ Why, 
truly, till IJ was by this Gentleman better 
informed, I confeſs, I took this to have 
been the very Baſis of the Diſſenters Sepa- 
ration, and had therefore a great deal of 
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Charity for them, as for Perſons who dit- 
ſer'd from us, from a different Apprehen- 
ſion of the meaning of the Scriptures. But 


he aſſures us for himſelf, the Reverend Mi- 


niſter to whom he writes, and all thoſe that 


follow their Opinion, that they do not only _ 
deny this to be their Cauſe of Separation, 
but they alſo think themſelves obliged to de- 


clare their Diſſent from thoſe that do think 
ſo, as much as from the Eſtabliſhed Church 
icſelf; This is another very extraordinary 
Poſition, but as I ſhall ſhew hereafter, this 
Enquirer has ſuch a ſteadfaſt, unmoveable 
Aﬀe&ion for Diſſention, that in the Courſe 


of this Pamphlet, he has thought fit, more 


than once, to Diſſent even from himſelf 

His next Point, that he inſiſts on, is how 
far Diſſenters ae lead by theſe Principles, 
to decline Communion with the Eſtabliſh- 
ment: And in the Proof of this, he con- 


ſumes ſeveral Pages, Tho' according to 


his way of arguing, this Sylogiſm, would 


have been full as concluſive, vg. Lis the fixed 
Principle of the Diſſenters, never to com- 
ply with any National Church, (which Pro- 


poſition this Enquirer had before poſitively 

advanced) the Church of England, as by 
Law eſtabliſhed, is a National Church; there- 
fore the Diſſenters cannot be expected to 
join therewith. I am far from imagining, 
fo polite an Author as this of whom we are 


ſpeaking, 
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ſpeaking, was not ſenſible of the Strength 
of this Concluſion. I am perſwaded on the 
_ contrary, that what is ſaid in the next Lincs, 
were the main Points, for which this clabo- 
rate Performance was compoſed and pub- 
Tifhed : They contain a Brief of all the Ob- 
jections, that were ever raiſed againſt the 
_ Eftabliſhed Church, and are dreſſed out with 
the utmoſt Strength and Bitterneſs of Lan- 
guage, that an acute Wit could expreſs. 
How much ſoever the Enquirer may have 
gone out of his Way, in order to vent the 
old, and Common=place Calumnies of this 
Party, againſt the Diſcipline eftabliſh'd by 
the Church, though in a Stile ſomewhat 
different from any, in which hitherto they have 
appcared; I think my ſelf notwithſtanding 
obliged to follow him, becauſe this is the moſt 
cry'd up Part of the Performance; and on 
a double Account deſerves an Anſwer. In 
the firſt Place, that it may prevent any weak 
minded Perſons, who are in our Commu=- 
nion, from falling | into any Doubts about their 
Condition, ſnould ſuch a Collection of Sar- 
caſtical Reflections, happen by chance, (or 
which is as likely, ſince this extraordinary 
Leal is ariſen, for reviving the Diſſeutiug 
ang ) ſhould thro' Deſign be put into 
their hands. And, Secondly, That the- 
calmer, and better judging Part of the Diſ- 
ſenters, may ſee, that certain Things, which 
arc 


1 


are undoubtedly impoſed upon them, as 
undeniable Facts, and the Grounds con- 
ſequently of unanſwerable Arguments, are 
at the Bottom no better than art ful Miſre- 


preſentations, ſupported only, by an un- 


bounded confidence of Aſſertion. 


But in doing this, let us keep the Tract Ge 


of our Enquirer. In his eight Page then, 


he enters upon this favourite Subject, the 


_ Hardſhips impoſed by the Eſtabliſhment, 
both on Clergy and Laity in our Communi- 
on. He is pleaſed to tell us, that tho” theſe 
Hardſhips are to both great, yet they arc 
not equal, Well then, let us firſt ſee what 
they are: And I ſhall next (God willing) en- 
deavour to examine them, with all the Can- 
dour I am able, that our Readers may have 
it fully in their Power to judge, whether 
they are in themſelves as ponderous as they 
are here endeavoured to be repreſented. 


As to their Clergy, (I give you his own 


« Words) their Hardſhip conſiſts, not only 
« in ſubmitting to all the Forms and Cere- 


% monies, which the Laity muſt likewiſe ſub- 


« mit to, and which 'tis impoſſible they can 


„ always approve of; but they are like- 
« wiſc obliged, to ſubſcribe in the moſt ſo- 


. lemn manner, that they aſſent to the Truth 


c of every tittle, contained in the Book of 


„Common Prayer and the Homilies, and 
« that they conſent to the Ule of them up- 
$ . on 
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ce on all the Times therein mentioned; as 
« likewiſe to the Truth of the Thirty Nino 
« Articles drawn up in the time of Q. Eli- 
« zabeth, for avoiding Diverſities of Opinions, 


©« and for eflabliſhing Conſent touching True Re- 


« Jigion. I will not now diſpute the Truth of 


any of theſe Articles, but only fay in the 
general, that there are many of the beſt and 


« wiſeſt of the Church of England, that 
« cannot believe ſome of them to be true in 
« any Senſe whatſoever ; and there are o- 
« thers, the whole Current of whoſe Opt- 
« nions run contrary to them. 

Till our learned and polite Enquirer had 


been at leiſure, or rather had it in his Pow- 
er, to have diſputed, and even to have gi- 


ven ſome Proof againſt the Truth of theſe 
Articles, it would have in my humble Opt- 


nion, as well became him to have held his 


Tongue: For as to what he is pleaſed to 


aſſert afterwards, it ſtands ſolely upon his 


own Authority, which will not I think re- 
ccive any Addition, from the Epithets he is 


pleaſed to beitow of beſ# and wi/e?, upon 


Men, whom he a few Pages afterwards char- 
ges with the worſt of Perjuries, /ach Things, 
as in the Civil State a Pillory would puniſh ! 

J ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak of this, and 


ſome other warm, not to call it worſe Lan- 


guage, which he makes uſe of hercatter. 


In the mean time, let us take a conciſe View 


of 


5 


of the Nature and Occation of theſe Arti- 


cles, and ſee on what Grounds it is, that our 


Enquirer, and certain ſubſequent Writers on 
the ſame Side, have treated them in a Stile 


ſo harſh and full of Contempt. 


Theſe Articles, were agreed upon by the 


Archbiſhops and Biſhops of both Provinces, 


and the whole Clergy in the Convocation 


held at London, Ann. Dom. 1562, for the 
Purpoſe the Enquirer expreſſes, i. e. for 
avoiding Diverſities of Opinions, and eſta- 
bliſhing of Conſent touching true Religion. 


In 1571, they were again approved, and 
Conſented to both by that excellent Princeſs 


Q. Elizabeth, and the two Houſes of Con- 


vocation. King James the Firit ordered 


them to be printed again, with his Decla- 
ration affixed thereunto, of which I ſhall 
take occaſion to mention two Paragraphs. 

« Being by God's Ordinance, according to 
« our juft Title, Defender of the Faith, and 
« ſupream Governor of the Church, ee 
« theſe our Dominions, we hold it moſt agree 
« able to this our Kingly Office, and our 
« own religious Zeal, to conſerve and main= 
&« tain the Church committed to our Charge, 


« in the Unity of true Religion, and in the 


« Bond of Peace; and not to ſuffer unnece/> 
_« ſary Diſputations, Altercations, or Que 
« tions to be moved, which may nouriſh Fac- 
tion both in the Church aud Commonrwealth. 


(3:4 « We 
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We have therefore upon mature Delibera- 
tion, and with the Advice of ſo many of 
our Biſheps as might conventently be called 
together, thought fit to make this Decla- 
ration following. 


« That the Articles of the Church of En- 


c 
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« gland, dio contain the true Doctrine of the 


« Church of England, agreeable to God's 
« Word; which we do hereby ratify and 


2 en, . 


Tho' J am far from taking upon me the 


Defence of this Prince's Method of Go- 


verning, yet I confeſs ſome of the Raillery 
publiſhed of late Years againſt him, for his 


extraordinary Care in Religious Matters, 
might in my Opinion as weli have been ſpa- 


red. And as to the Paſſages, I have juſt 
now quoted, I, for my part, ſee nothing in 


them, but what 1s very agrecable to a wiſe, 
and perfectly becoming the Dignity, of a 


Chriſtian Prince. They contain ſuch Mo- 
tives for eſtabliſhing the Articles, (provided, 


as his Declaration ſets forth, they were con- 


ſonant to Scripture) as might ſatisfy any 
reaſonable Perſon of thoſe Times, and muſt 


always continue ſo to do, while any of the 


Cauſes therein mentioned remain. But if 
the Royal Declaration, and my Inferences 


from it, ſhould fail of convincing, I have 
another Argument to urge, which I do not 


fe can be avoided, if the ſolemn Teſtimony 


of 


414 3 


of the Diſſenters have any weight with them= 


ſelves. It is, The Heads of Agreement aſ> 


ſented to by the United Miniſiers, in and about 


London, formerly called Presbyterian and 
Congregational. J cannot indeed ſay, there 


arc Thirty Nine of them, but they are how - 


ever enough, to ſhe that they were by them 


thought expedient, and are as much Articles 


28 Ours. 


If the being enjoined by Authority, 
ſhould be inſiſted on, and the difference be- 
tween voluntary Subſcribing, and having a 
Syſtem of this fort impoſed, ſhould be 
brought into Diſpute, I muſt beg leave to 
put them in mind, of what is required of 


them by the Toleration Ad, and with which 


I never heard they made a Scruple to com- 


ply: So that the Cauſes are explained, the 
Fitneſs proved, and the Impoſition of them 
juſtified; if we can but defend, whatever is 
| dd in the Articles chemſelves, that 


is, if nothing therein is contrary to the 
Scriptures. 


This then being the material Point, I 
confeſs I am in a Surprize, how any Man 
could write a Piece of the Nature, with 
this Enquiry, to arraign the Practice of an 
Eſtabliſh'd Church, to charge its Clergy 


with Perjury, and lying to the Holy Ghoſt, 


for ſubſcribing to certain Articles, the 'T ruth 
of any of which, he will not ſo much as 


_ ſtay 
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ſtay to diſpute, and the Objections he has too, 
which, he will not deign to mention? All 
then chat can be gathered from him, except 


Aſſertions, is ſomewhat about Arminianiſin, 


with which, as an Argument againſt the 
Articles, he aſperſes the Clergy. But that 


my Readers may not be confuſed, I will 


endeayour to explain, both his Deſign in 
what he advances on this Subject, and what 
my Intentions are, in what I am going to ſay 


in this Defence. 


"Tis plain, that this Propoſition, i 15 wh 


in this part of his Diſcourſe he is labouring 


to prove, or, with greater Propriety, to 
make believed, vis. That whether the T hirty 
Nine Articles are, in themſelves, true or not; 
the Clergy who ſubſcribed to them, are of 4 
arfferent Opinion, and of Conſequence this Sub 


ſeription is contrary to their Conſcience. Is 


there then any thing brought to ſupport 
this? Yes certainly. Jg well known the ge- 
nerality of the Divines of the Church, are in 
Opinion commonly called Arminian, and theſz 
Articles are compiled in a Calviniſtical Strain, 
and are not true in any Arminian Senſe what= 


ever. Did ever a Chriſtian, or did ever a 


conſcientious Perſon, of any Religion, at- 
tack rhe Character, and aſperſe the Repu- 
tation of a private Man, on Suſpicion or 
Report? How then could a Perſon, who 


is ſo much devoted in appearance to Ho- 


nor, 


C133 
nor, Liberty, and generous Principles, frame 
in his Heart to vilify a Body of Men, who 
from the Conſtitution of his Country, are 


by ſo many thought ſacred, as if they were 
guilty of the moſt abominable Crimes, and 
then cry, 'tis well known, to prove it. The 


End of this Piece, was promoting the Diſ- 
ſenting Intereſt, it was certainly then de- 
ſigned, to be read by Diſſenters; Is it 
them then that know all this? or, as your 
Book was alſo meant to make Proſelytes, 


perhaps ' tis all the World that knows, that 


the Divines of the Church of England, are 
generally in .4r1inian Opinions, that theſe 
Articles arc compiled in a Calviniftical Strain, 
and that the current Opinion amongſt theſe 
Divines, (of whom you are ſpeaking) run 
contrary to them. Let us ſee then, if you 
cannot find Proof, whether we can. 


Would one not expect from the Engqui- 


rer's manner of writing, that the Divines 
of the Eftabliſh'd Church, had thought in 


the ſame manner with the 4rminians, and 


detended them in the moſt publick manner? ; 
We will try. The Arminians deny Original 


Sin, they think ſuch a Puniſhment, of the 
Sins of the Father, upon the Children, in- 


- conſiſtent with the Juſtice of God: They 


ſay, for that Depravity which even the Hea- 
thens obſerved in Man, it is occaſioned from 


. uſtom, and ill Habit, and that in Nature 
6 there 


— — 
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there is no ſuch thing; and equally deride 
the Perfection of Adam, and that Imperfec- 
tion we believe in his Offspring. The Ninth 
of our Thirty Nine, Articles, ſpeaks of Ori- 
ginal Sin in theſe Terms. „Original Sin 
« fandeth not in the following of Adam, 
« (as the Palagians do wainly talk) but it is 
« the Fault and Corruption of the Nature 
« of every Man that naturally is engendered 
f the Offspring of Adam, whereby Man is 
very far gone from Original Righteouſneſs, 
« and is of his own Nature inclined to Evil; 
« ſo that the Fleſh luſtetb always contrary 
& to the Spirit, and therefore in every Per- 
 & fon born into this World, it deſerveth 
« God's Wrath and Damnation. And this 
« Infefion of Nature doth remain, yea, 
in them that are regenerated, whether by 
the Luft of the Fleſb, called in Greek So- 
« ine cape which ſome do expound Wiſe 
« dom, ſome Senſuality, ſome the Affection, 
cc Ai the Deſire of the Fleſh, is not ſub- 
« jeF to the Law of God. Aud although 
« ther? is no Condemnation for them that 
« believe, and are baptized, yet the Apoſtle 
« doth confeſs, that Concupiſcence and Luſt 
( hath of itſelf the Nature of Sin.” Do 
the Opinions of the generality of our Di- 
vines run directly contrary to this, and a- 
gree with the Arminians ? Is this well 
known! . 
Again, 
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Again, the Arminians ſay, That the Sa- 
craments have no Efficacy, that they are 


mere uſcleſs Rites, which neither improve 


Grace, nor ſtir up the Gifts of God in us. 


The Twenty fifth Article, on that Head, 


begins thus, Sacraments ordained of Chriſt, 


be not only Badges or Tokens of Chriſtian 
Mens Profeſſion, but rather they be certain 
ſure Witneſſes, and effetiual Signs of Grace 
and God's good Will towards us, by the 


which he doth work inviſibly;, aud doth not only 


quicken, but alſo flrengthen and confirm our 


Faith in him. The ſame Doctrine with 


this, is taught alſo in the Homilics, and 
in the Book of Common Prayer, Ts it 
then well known, that the Divines of the 
Church are in contrary Opinions? or, 


will even this Enquirer himſelf, or any of 


his Admirers, tell us, that ſo much as one 
of them hath expreſſed himſelf ſo, as that 
his Words could ever be ſtrained to ſuch 
a meaning. 

It were eaſy for me to mention, divers 
others of the Arminian Tenets, and ſhew 


| how oppoſite they are, both to the eſtabliſh- 
ed Articles of our Religion, and the pro- 
feſſed Opinions of our Divines: But I hope 


there is enough already ſaid, to prevent an 
ordinary Reader's falling into a Miſtake, 


which might caſily have happened, from the 


general Terms in which the Eyglirer ipcaks, 
D 5 
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as if the far greater part of our Clergy, 
were in Sentiments throughout, the ſame as 
the Followers of Arminius. Yet, as there 
are ſome particular Points, on which here- 
tofore Arminianiſm has alſo been objected, 
becauſe we have not fallen into rigid and ſe- 
vere Diciſions, about things dubious and 
abſtruſe, I ſuppoſe this might give occaſion 
to the preſent Charge, which I cannot how- 
ever but think inconſiſtent with the many 
Pretenſions to Liberty, we meet with in this 
Pamphlet: "Tis fit notwithſtanding we ſhould 
_ examine them, and leave as little room as 
_ poſſible for Doubts. 

And here it is neceſſary for me to take 
notice, that the Propoſitions relating to theſe 
Points, having their Foundations in general 
Promiſes, and leſs intelligible Texts of Scrip- 
ture, the Church of England took care in 
her Articles, not too ſtrictly, to confine the 
Thoughts of her Members, in theſe Reſ- 
peas, but worded her Declarations about 
them ſo, that great and manifeſt Hereſies, 
ſuch as the Pelagians, might be ſufficiently 
exploded, and Mens Sentiments no farther 
be reſtrained, than by the Wen Writings 
themſelves. 

That theſe Articles anſwered their Intent, 
in this Reſpect, is evident, on the breaking 
out of the Predeſtinarian Diſpute, in which, 
as Dr. Burnett obſerves, both ſides appealed 

„ 
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to the Articles; and King James in the De- 
claration 1 have be fore cited, ſpeaks very 


fully as to this. f Though ſome Dif- 


ferences have been ill raiſed, yet we take 
Comfort in this, that all Clergymen with- 


in our Realm, have always moſt willingly 


ſubſcribed to the Articles eftabliſhed ; which 
is an Argument to us, that all agree to 


the true, uſual literal meaning of the ſuid 
Articles, and that even in thoſe curious 
Points, in which the preſent Differences lie, 
Men of all forts, take the Articles of 


the Church of England to be for them; 


(which as his Majeſty very rightly con- 
cludes) is an Argument again, that none of 


them intend any Deſertion of the Articles 


_ eſtabliſhed. That is, that none of them look 


3 | 


upon them, as Decitions contrary to Scrip- 
ture. If their obſcurity ſhould be from hence 
objected, I, for my part, think it an Ex- 
cellency, and agreeable to that Modeſty 
which becomes a Reformed Church, not to 
teach dogmatically, in whatſoever the Scrip- 


tures have left doubttul. 


As the Injunctions of the Church, had 


thus left them at liberty, ſo our Divines 


have made uſe of that Liberty, to the beſt. 
purpoſe, that of applying it to Practice; and 


inſtead of diſturbing Hearers, or Readers, 


with too curious Inquilitions, as to the Irre- 
liſtibleneſs of Grace, the certain Aſſurance 
D 2 Mens 
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Mens Souls are here capable of receiving 


of Salvation, the Notions of the Univerſality 


of Redemption and Predeſtination, of Per- 
ſcycrance and Juſtification, Things which 
having been imprudently declaimed on by 
ſome, have driven many into irretrievable 
Deſpair. They, on the contrary, have ex- 
cited their Flock, to ſeek diligently the 
Grace of God, to thew forth the Soundneſs 
of their Faith by good Works, and to reſt 


with Afurance on the Promiſes of the 


Lord. 
If the Arminians ſpeak as to theſe Points, 
with Moderation, and according to Truth, 


neither our Church, or our Divines are " 


ſoured with Prejudice, as to refuſe Verity, 
becauſe they have received it. Our Articles, 
and our Doctors, had explained the Senti- 
ments of our Church, as to theſe controvert- 
ed Topicks, long before the Dutch Pro- 


feſſor Arminius was heard of. It will not 


however be improper upon this Occaſion, 


to repeat a Paragraph or two from Biſhop 
Hooper, and Biſhop Latimer, the former of 
whom, had once ſome of the Diſſenters 
Scruples, as to Veſtments; and both ſealed 


their Faith with their Blood. Biſhop Hoop- 


er, in his Expoſition of the Commandments 
{pcaks thus, 1 in his Preface of theſe Words, 


Fonn vi. 44 No Man cometh to me, ex- 


cet the Father draw him. Many mi ſun- 
derſtand 


1 
derſtand theſe Words, as if God required 
no more of a rational Man, than of a ſenſe- 
« leſs Stock: But they do not well obſerve 
« what follows; every Man that hath heard 


LA) 
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aud hath learned of the Father, cometh un- 


« to ne. God draweth Man by his Word 
« and Spirit, but it is Man's Duty to hear 
and learn; that is, to accept the Grace 
offered him, to conſent to the Promiſe, 
© and not to reſiſt the Call of God.“ Biſhop 
Latimer, in his Sermon on Septilag es. Sunday, 
{xys, © God would have all Men to be ſaved, 
but we refuſed the ſame, and will not take 
„it, when it is offered unto us.” Since 
theſe are the Expreſſions of two Biſhops, 
and two Martyrs, fo long before Arminius, 
why are any Writings of the ſame kind, 
taxed with Arminianiſin, and as directly op- 
poſite to the Articles, which in the manner 
our Enquirer lays it down, an unlearned Rea- 
der might caſily miſtake, to be compiled on 
purpoſe to condemn them? Such an Af- 
perſion as this, is, as ill founded, as if we 
ſhould charge the Diſſenters with Socinian- 
n; becauſe both they and the Socinians 
receive the Communion /?tting. 

We come now in his Tenth Page, to 2 
very uncharitable Cenſure both of Biſhop 
Burnett, and thoſe who ſubſcribe the Arti- 
_ Cles, as if they equivocated in their Sub- 
ſcription, were > reduced to Evaſions, and 

ſtrained 


T. 
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ſtrained Interpretations, of the literal Words 
of the Articles: and that the Biſhop en- 
couraged them therein, in the Book he 
wrote on that Subject. After having re- 
peated, inſiſted, and heightened up this 
Accuſation, through about ſix Pages, he 
has then work'd himſelf into ſuch a Paſ- 
ſion, and is elevated with ſo much Arro- 
gance, that he is pleaſed to ſay of all our 
Clergy, at one Lump, that after they have 
ſubſcribed, they need have little hopes of 
receiving 'the Holy Ghoſt, who have thus 
publickly ly'd to him. 
Jo tree this Subſcription from the Ob- 
jections of Equivocation, Perjury, and Ly- 
ing to the Holy Ghoſt, which are with ſo 
great Modeſty thrown upon it, I muſt re- 
ter my Readers to what J have ſaid Page the 
Eleventh, concerning the Agreeableneſs of 
thoſe Articles to the Scriptures, and the 
Declaration of King Fames, that they were 
appealed to by both Parties; from whence 
our Enquirer would infer, that what Biſhop 
Burnett ſays of the Poſſibility of contending 
Parties ſubſcribing them without prejudice 
to their Opinions, or their Conſciences, is 
an Incitement to a Crime little better than 
Perjury, and is innitiating Men into ſigning 
any thing, ſo as it procure a Living. But 
lure, when this comes calmly to be looked 


into, Things will wear a very different Face · 
There 


( 23 ) _ 

There is a Point, which God hath not 
thought fit, clearly to lay down in Scrip- 
ture; Men have in arguing concerning it, 
miſlead by their private ſudgment, advanced 
certain Doctrines oppoſite to the Chriſtian 
Faith, as it is declared in the Scriptures : 

And the Eſtabliſh'd Church of a Nation, 
for the ſake of preventing diverſity of Opi- 
nions in Religion, have ſo far defined this, 
as to exclude the Hereſy, though they leave 
their Members at Liberty to conſider, what 
may be drawn from the divine Writings, 


and Reaſon relating to it. They fall into 


two oppoſite Notions concerning it, both 
of which are ſupported by plauſible Argu- 
ments, and yct are both liable to very dan- 
gerous Conſcquences, and ftill neither of 
their Sentiments are inconſiſtent, with the true 
literal Senſe, of the Article of the Church; 
may both Parties without Prejudice to Their 
Conſciences ſubſcribe? I ſay they may: And 
I ſhall offer an Argument to prove this, 
drawn not only from Reaſon, but from the 
Practice of the Diſſenters themſelves. Are 
there not Diſputes between them, in which 
Scriptures are alledged on both Sides? as 
betwcen the Presbyterians and Baptiſts, for 
inſtance ; and doth not both Partics, though 
they diger in their Interpretation thereof, chu- 
ſing one the one Senſe, the other another; 
yet both agree, that the Scriptures are in- 
ſpired, 


(24) 

ſpircd, and a ſufficient Rule of Faith: For 
the doing of which, do either of them ac- 
cuſe one another, of refuſing to hearken to 
the Holy Ghoſt? which both might certain- 
ly as well do, as our Enquirer or the Diflen= 
ters fly out into ſuch Expreſſions, againſt a 
Body of Men, who have ſhewn ſo much Bro- 
therly Love, and Moderation towards them. 

I chink we have now pretty well vindi- 
cated the Thirty Nine Articles, and their 
Subſcription, from his Calumnies. It is fit 
we ſhould next ſay ſomething of the Litur- 
gy, Ceremonies and Homilies, authorized 


by the Church of England ; all which have 


felt the keenneſs of our Enquirer's Pen, who 


is ſo mannerly, as to call ſome of them, ſo 


abſurd and unſcriptural, that they are an 
Affront to be offered to the Divine Being. 
As he has not becn pleaſed to point out 
what things they are, and upon what Ac- 
count he beſtows theſe Epithets upon them, I 
ſhall not again put my ſelf upon new Labours, 
and from the old Cavils of this Party, firſt 
gueſs at what they are, and then take the 
Pains to refute them. But J ſhall content 
my ſelf with obſerving, ſomewhat of the 
Behaviour of the Primitive Diſſenters, with 
reſpect to theſe Prayers, and Ceremonies 
which were allo by them diſhked. Tis 
certain that in the Perſecution under Queen 


Mary, lome of thoſe Proteſtants who fled 


{from 
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trom England, and were ſheltered and pro- 
tected abroad, ſucked in the Calviniſtical 


Principles, and a diftaſte to the Form of 
Worſhip, and the Church Government, as it 


had, in the Days of King Edward, been ſettled 
at home, theſe Prejudices they retained on 


their Return; and began to Diſturb the 
Minds of the People, about them: But this 
did not however hinder the Clergy of the 


_ Eſtabliſhment, from taking them into 


the higheſt Dignities of the Church, nor 


them from accepting them; ſo that Whit- 


4% 


et 


ingbam was made Dean of Durham, Hum- 


- *phreys Regius Profeſſor of Divinity at Ox- 
Jord, and Sampſon Dean of Chriſt- Church. 
Afterwards, when the firſt Intimation of their 
/ declining Communion with us was carried 


abroad, the Reverend and Pious T heodorus 
Bea, that moſt eminent Divine of Geneva, 
\ wrote to them to forbear it, making uſe of 
| theſe Expreſſions, & To avoid the abomi- 


« nable and pernicious Mangling of the 


6 Members of Chriſt's Body, (he is of Opt- - 
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nion) that no one ought, upon any Ac- 
count, to ſeparate from a Church of Chriſt 
„in which ſo much found Doctrine is re- 

« tained, as one may live piouſly therein, 
and have the free uſe of the Sacraments 
« inſtituted by Chriſt.” Thus Beza was 
you ſee far from having the fame Thoughts 
with the Enquirer, tor he would never have 


. | | ; | aid 
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ſaid that Men could live piouſly in a Church, 


whoſe Liturgy and Ceremonies were ſo un- 


ſcriptural and abſurd, as to be an affront to 


the Deity. 


Dr. Thomas Cartwright, a Divine of the 
Univerſity of Cambridge, was he, who began 


the Separation; and moſt ſtrongly defended, 
what were then called Puritanical Tenets; 
he was vehemently addicted to Calvin's Plat- 
form of Diſcipline, and ſpared no Pains in 
the embroiling Church and State, to get it 
ſtamp'd with the Sanction of Authority, 
but in vain. Soon after, one Robert Browne, 


a turbulent young Man, ſet up alſo for a 


| Reformer of Religion; and gathering many 
after him, his Followers at firſt took his 
Name, and were called Brownifts, though 


they have ſince then been uſually ſtiled In- 


dependents. Tho' both theſe Men had inveigh- 
ed bitterly againſt the Eſtabliſhed Church, 
and her Diſcipline, and drawn Numbers into 


Diſſenting from her, yet did they both, in 


their Elder Days, return themſelves to the 
Church, and dy'd in Communion with her. 


e particularly, was reconciled to 


his old Antagoniſt Archbiſhop Fhiteift, 


and lived in good Correſpondence with 
him. But alas! thoſe whom they engaged 


to follow them in their Separation, returned 
not with them; God ſend our Enquirer, who 


18 alſo ſaid, 3 the Publication of this 
ä Piece, 
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Piece, to have received clearer Light, and 


to have conformed alſo, may be able to 
eradicate the Impreſhons, this Pamphlet 

hath made on Minds, who by Nature, or 
through want of Education, have leſs Capa- 
city of judging. 


J am far from ſaying this with a Deſign of 
detracting from the Enquirer, I rejoyce in 


_ Chriſt that he has ſeen his Error, I give 
Glory to God, who hath brought him, like 


another Paul, from reviling the Brethren, 
into the Boſom of his Holy Church: but 


1 8mentioned theſe Examples to deter Men 


from ſuch an Aſperity of Writing, ſuch 


bitterneſs of Speech, againſt thoſe who are 
both Chriſtians and Proteſtants; and to 
'whoſe Communion, notwithſtanding all theſe 
Scruples, they can occaſionally conform. 


Let us learn then Charity and Moderation; 


let us diſcourſe then calmly of thoſe Points 


on which we differ; let us live in Unity, 


ſpeaking cooly, though with Freedom; 


forbearing raſh Accuſations, and harſh Ex- 
preſſions, ſuch as ſerve to afford thoſe, who 
are Enemies to all Revelation, not only 
room for the ſharpeſt Sarcaſms on Religion, 


1 5 but furniſh them alſo, with the moſt plauſi- 


| ble Arguments againſt the Truth and Baſis 
bol our Faith. 


But to go on: The Athanaſf an Creed is 


. the next thing that gives him Offence, nor 


0-4 does 
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does he in what he thinks fit to ſay on that 
Head, abate the leaſt of that Edge, his Re- 
flections hitherto have carried. On the con- 
trary, 1t puts him in mind of his former 


Charge of Abſurdity ; he ſays the Clergy 


have recourſe to Equivocation, to fatisfy 


themſelves in the Repetition of it: Nay, 


he goes further, and from I know not what 
Authority, utters an Exclamation concern- 
ing the Number of our Clergy, who think it 


the moſt unintelligible Jargon that ever was 


invented. The Damnatory Clauſes are menti= 
oned too on this Occaſion, and the whole of 


that Creed placed in the moſt odious Light 


poſſible ; while the Behaviour of our Di- 
vines, in relation to it, is with the utmoſt 


Art, repreſented as equally compounded, of 
Wickedneſs and Folly. This leads me into 
a large, and I confeſs unexpected Field, 


ſince the mention of it ſeems to me, as if the 
Enquirer were at the Pains to accumulate 
Objections, whether relating to Points, in 


which the Diſſenters and we differ, or no. 


In anſwer to what is advanced here, it will 
be neceſſary for me to remark ſomething 
concerning the Origin of all Creeds, Con- 
feſſions of Faith, Articles of Religion, and 
ſuch like, which in the Primitive Ages ot 


the Church, were very- conciſe, in reſpect 


to what they are now: But as Herehes 


ſprung up, and Men began to pervert almoſt 


every 


* 
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every Article of the Chriſtian Faith, larger 


Teſts of Opinion became neceſſary, and ſome. 
Alterations, and many Augmentations were 


made, to the old Forms, in order to prevent 


wrong Notions of Doctrine, eſpecially ſuch 
as had been taught by the Arians, and 
thoſe ſmaller Seas that were deſcended 
from them, from being received by thoſe, 
who held Communion with the Church. 
Hence proceeded the Nicene, or rather the 
Conſtantinopolitan Creed, which we alſo re- 
ceive; and about the Eighth Century, was 
the Creed we are now ſpeaking of brought 
into uſe, as excluding in its Doctrine, moſt 
of thoſe poiſonous Hereſies, which had been 
by wicked Men invented, concerning the Di- 
vinity and Nature of Chriſt. The Reaſon 


which probably determined our Church to 


retain it, was this, that the Papiſts might 
have no Opportunity of charging her, with 
reviving and conniving, at any of the anti- 
ently condemned Errors, eſpecially thoſe 
of Arius, and all his Copiers, as well as 
Followers. For my own part, I acknow- 
ledge, I have often thought, that there was 
much more of Obſtinacy, than of any thing 
elſe, in the Cavils, that have been raiſed a- 


gainſt it. For if we ſincerely believe the 


Trinity, as it is taught in the other Creeds, 


and in the Holy Scriptures, almoſt all the 


Difficulties will be taken away, for there is 
little 


F n 
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little Diſtinction between this and them, ex- 
cept its ſpeaking more largely in regard to 
that Doctrine. As to thoſe condemnatory 
Sentences at the beginning and ending there- 
of, they cannot, from the manner of Ex- 
preſſion, extend to thoſe (if any ſuch there 
be) who have carefully examined this Creed, 
and yet cannot apprehend it; but are de- 
nounced only againſt ſuch as having the 
Opportunity of receiving the Catholic 


Faith, (to which thoſe Clauſes do themſelves 


refer) and againſt the Conviction of their 


own Hearts, and the Teſtimony of their 


Conſcicnces, have reliſted, and refuſed it: 


{o taking it in this Senſe, it will amount to 


no morc, than the general Condemnation, 


threatned throughout the Divine Writings, 
to impenitent Sinners, and the Aſſertion of 
the Holy Ghoſt, The Wares of Sin is Death: 


Our Enquirer then, has very little Reaſon for 
all his furious Conſequences, drawn from this 
Head]; ſince it ſeems very improbable, that 
thoſe who like the Clergy of the Church of 
England, firmly believe the other Creeds, as 
ſupportable from Scripture, ſhould yet ut- 
terly reject this; which is almoſt throughout 

conſiſtent with them: and where it differs, can 
never receive a harder Sentence from true 
Chriſtians, than that it may be obſcure; 
for to ſay, thoſe who lean towards 4rian and 
Sociuias Principles diſlike it, is to ſay, it has 

| anſwered. 
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anſwered its End, and is the beſt Reaſon 
that can be, for it's not being omitted; 
ſince both of theſe Hereſies, are Diſſenters 
which the Church ever intended to exclude, 
and to whom the State never yet granted 
Joleration. 

Before I quit this Polit, | I ſhall take Oc- 
caſion to explain a Paſſage cited, and (in my 
Opinion) miſapplied by our Ber, from 
the before mentioned Declaration of King 
James, which obliges all who ſubſcribe the Ar- 
ticles, to do it in their natural and grammati- 
cal Senſe: Which was undoubtedly intended 
to prevent Occaſional, and Equivocal Sub- 
ſcribers, ſuch as Papiſts and Socinians, from 
being admitted into our Communion, which 
by that means would give them an opportuni- 
oF of diſperſing the Leaven of their falſe Doc- 
trines, privately, till they had ſeduced a Party 
formidable enough, to demand an Exemption 
from the Government, for a new Set of Dil- 
ſenters. This 1 N was its intent; for it 
could never be meant to reſtrain us, in 18 
ſuch as thoſe I have mentioned under the 
Head of Arminianiſm, where by the Articles 
themſelves we were not reſtrained : But the 
Church on the contrary, left us at liberty in 
our Reſearches, nor ever that I know of, 
(as 1s ſuggeſted by the Enquirer) lays any 
Reſtrictions, ſuch as may prevent, our En- 
quirics after Truth. 


We 
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We have now run thro' the Train of his 
Cavils, and I hope have in a good Meaſure, 
juſtified the Conduct of the Eſtabliſh'd 
Cnuvuvncyn, and the Behaviour of her Cler- 
gy; but whether that be ſo or no, his Ap- 
plication to the Reverend Miniſter, to whom 

his Work is Addreſs'd, in theſe Words, vis. 
« "Theſe Sir, are the Hardſhips that lie upon 
« the Clergy, and keep you and your Bre- 
« thren out of the Church” is utterly falſe, 
according to his own Suppolition for in P. 7. 
he tells us, That the Church of Chrift, is 
not National but private; Nay fur- 
ther, © that it ſeems abſolutely inconſiſtent, 
© to ſuch Diſſenters as know their own Prin- 
„ ciples”, (in which Number our Enquirer 
reckons himſelf and his Correſpondent) © to 
comply with any National Eſtabliſhment 
« whatſoever :” Whence one may reaſonably 
conclude, that the ſame Motives which indu- 
ces them to diſſent at preſent, would oblige 
them to diſſent ſtill, tho' ſuch Points as he ob- 
jects to, ſhould be omitted, as well as he 
conicties they would do at Scotland, where 
none of theſe "Things are received. Here is 
one of the Inſtances I promiſed, of this Gentle- 
man's Diſagreement with himſelf. 

One would have thought he had now done 
with theſe Topicks of Complaint, when he 
profeſſes to have done with the Clergy ; but 
far from that, tor we have them now repeated 

again, 


„ 
again, and are told, that they are not pecu- 
liar to that Body of Men, but are pretty 
heavy alſo upon the Laity ; and for this Bur- 
then ly ing ſo heavy, he aſſigns an Argument, 
ſo extraordinary, that I find it neceſſary to 
repeat it. © For it ſeems to be principally out 
* of Regard to them, theſe Impoſitions are 
« preſerv'd, becauſe they cannot bear any Al- 


© teration in that which they have been ac- 


cc cuſtomed to think ſacred. ? With what Pro- 
priety Things are by this Author ſtil'd Impo- 


ſitions, upon a People for whoſe Sake they 


are preſerved, and who will not bear that they 


ſhould be altered, I muſt leave him to explain, 


and confeſs it is beyond the Bounds of my 


Comprehenſion? At the ſame Time I muſt tel] 


him, in anſwer to his other Exception, that 1 
believe he will ſcarce be able to find one in our 
Communion, who has any competent Know— 


ledge of the Bible and Common-Prayer Book, but 


look on one, as much more ſacred than the 
other ; and as tor thoſe who are down right 
Ignorants, neither he, or I ought to have 
much regard to their Opinion, ſince if any are 
ſo unlearned as to think our Liturgy of Divine 
Inſtitution; | am coufident there is as many 


amongſt the Diſſenters, who take their Teach- 


ers Extempore Tautologies for Inſpiration. But 
as this Point of vulgar Opinion ſeems to ſtick 
with him, I muſt acknowledge freely, I do not 
think it ſuch an Evil; for as 1 have ſaid before, 

F no 
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no Man of tolerable Underſtanding can ſup- 
poſe any Kind of Equality between the Divine 
Writings, and thoſe in a Book compoſed by 
Men, tho? the Prayers contained in it, are 
(as himſelf confefles) incomparably the beſt 


extant, and as gcod as can be deviſed. Vet I ac- 


knowledge, I ſee no Harm in ir, if having a 
due Reverence for theſe, and acquieſcing in 
the Judgment of the Church from a tho- 
rough Senſe, that ſhe no where, either in 


1 Doctrine, or Diſcipline, is contrary to the 
Scriptures, Men ſhould apply themſelves to 


the Practice of Chriſtian Duties, leading 


their Lives in a State of Holineſs, as to 
_ themſelves, and of Charity towards their 


Neighbours, without troubling their Heads 


with needleſs Diſquiſitions, and critical En- 
quiries, about curious and mexplicable 


Queſtions, which are generally the Things 
meant, when Men out of a high Senſe of 
their Capacities, contend for unbounded 
Searches aſter religious Truths, ſuch as had 
they been neceſſary to everlaſting Life, we 
cannot ſuppoſe our Lord and his Apoſtles 
would have left doubtful. Beſides theſe ſub. 
tile Diſputings ſeem utterly contrary to the 
Spirit of the Goſpel, (and indeed of all Re- 
velation,) which Reaſon naturally tells us, 
muſt be plain as to the Things it teaches, and 
as to the Things it commands, as we really 


find they are in the inſpired Pages them- 


ſelves; 


1 
ſelves; and that they acquire moſtly their 
Obſcurity from the Preſumption of thoſe 
' who take upon them too narrowly to define 

and explain them; and when found too ſub- 
lime for their Capacities, yet rather go on to 
confound themſelves, and thoſe who follow 
them, than ſubmit to the Deciſion of the 
Apoſtle ; That the Fooliſhneſs of God is Wiſer 
than the Wiſdom of Men. Hence in this laſt 
Age, eſpecially, we have ſeen the moſt ab- 
ſurd Poſitions, the moſt ridiculous Con- 
jectures, and moſt ſlaviſh Principles, advanc'd 
under the ſpecious 1 itle of Free-thinking. 
H The being witty on the Pſalms of Sternbeld 
and Hopkins, I thought had been a Point too 
old faſhioned for ſo polite an Enquirer ; and 
as to the merry Figure our Author ſtarts 
about Mr. Addiſon's and Mr, Pope's chaunting 
them, I am apprehenſive he forgot himſelf a 
little, becauſe the latter of theſe Gentlemen 
is not of our Communion; nay, tho” he is 
hardly able to keep his Countenance at our 
_ Folly in this Reſpect, when Dr. Watts's, 
which have all the Charms of Poetry, cannot 
| be ſung in a Church without publick Autho- 
rity ; 1 fancy it is not impoſlible to bring a 
ſufficient Reaſon for that too, which I take to 
be this, That if as our Exquirer would have 
it, every Clerk ſhould have the Liberty of 
Chuſing what Verſion of the Pſalms they 
- Pleas'd, poſſibly they might ſtumble, even 
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upon a worſe than that of Sternhold and Hop- 
kins. In the mean while 1 ſhould be glad to 


be anſwer'd (fince the publick Authority ex- 
tends not to the Meetings) whether Dr. Mattes 


Verſion is there as univerſally received, as 
from the Excellency of their Poetry (which 
I admire as much as he) they deſerve. Cer- 


tainly our Church has ſufficiently ſhewn her 
- willingneſs to admit a more beautiful Verſion 


than this ſo much complain'd of, by the Per- 
miſſion of Tate's and Brady's Pſalms, tho? ſhe 
gave at the ſame Time a commendable In- 


| Nance of her Moderation, in leaving to eve- 


ry Church the Choice of either; and we ſee 
our Author's Dernier Reſort, the Voice of the 


People, has often determin'd it in favour of 


the 014. 

He comes now to putting ſome odd Inter- 
rogatories to the legiſlative Power, (for *tis 
plain the Church, independant of the State, 
can give him no Satisfaction) © Why ſince the 
< Proteſtant Diſſenters think fit to diſlike ſeve- 
ce ral Things in this Service, ſhould they not 
ce be laid aſide ? Or what Injury would it be if 
ce every Clergyman had a Liberty of Reading 
© them, or Leaving them out, according as 


e he and his Congregation ſhall approve, or 


© diſlike them?” Good Sir! Becauſe the 
National Church has thought otherwiſe, and 
the State, from the Zeal it has for the Service 
of God, and the clear Satisfaction that has 

been 
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been, on proper Occaſions, afforded it, as to 
the Importance of Uniformity in the eſtab 
liſned Communion, hath thought fit to con- 
firm its Decrees, But why, Sir, ſhould the 
Diſſenters, whoſe Mouth you are upon this 
Point, be ſo very clamorous for ſubverting 
the Order ſettled by the Eftabliſhment, ſince 
as you told us in downright Terms, Nati- 
© onal Regulations can never afford them Sa- 
l tisfacton, but that all who underſtand their 
* own Principles, will continue Diſſen- 
ters ſtill ?” Having now argued yourſelf 
into a downright Heat, you ſeem afraid your 
Arguments will not have Power enough over 
thoſe who have the legiſlative Authority, 
and therefore turning yourſelf round to the 
Mob, or if you like it better, the People, you, 
by a very paſſionate Declamation, endeavour 
to ftir them up to Mutinies and Tumults in 
: Favour of Diſſention, falſly called Liberty: 
And this in ſuch Language, that it 
may puzzle a Lawyer to decide, if the Para- 
| Fraph itfelf be not high Treaſon, and the Pub- 
* Hhing your Pamphlet, an Overt Act of Rebel- 


lion. That my Reader may be ſenſible whe- 


ther this heavy Charge be well ſupported, or 
not, I think it proper to recite your own 

| "Words, upon this Occaſion, after, with the 
utmoſt Art and Malice, you had thrown out 
7 Pear Objections againſt the Book of Common 
Prayer. (Which, till certain Acts of Parli- 
ament are repealed, renders your Pamphlet 
1 a 
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a Libel) You go on thus, 1 think this a very 
ce great Hardſhip, both upon Clergy and Laity, 
ce and effectually deprives both of that Liber. 
«ty of Private Judgment, which they have an 

© indiſputable Right to. Tis wonderful they 
ce do nos exert themſelves, and ſtand up for 
< their Rights and Privileges ;, and that En gliſh- 
© nen, Who cannot bear the Thought of Civil 
& Slavery, can yet be zealous for Eccleſiaſtical ; 
ce Piſſenters think it an Inconſiſtency to be 
c Engliſumen, and not to be in Poſſeſſion of 
te the Liberty of their Conſciences,” That 
there might be no Room to miſtake your 
Meaning, you in the next Clauſe make a Jeſt 
of the King's Supremacy; and, in open Vio- 
lation of the Laws and Conſtitution of your 
Country, tell your Auditory, “ That it has 
cc Jong been inconteſtable, that the Civil Ma- 

4 giſtrate has no Power in Matters of a reli- 
&« gious Nature; for, if he has any at all, he 
ee has the ſame in Tarky and Rome; and the 
« ſame Reaſons of Order and Decency will be 
ce as ſtrong there, as here.” So that in our Au- 
thor's and the Diſſenters Opinions, Defender 
of the Faith, and Commander of the Faithful, mean 
the ſame Thing ; and when ever a Diſſenting 
Teacher, of this Sort, thinks fit to inflame 
the People, there is no more Reſpect due to 
the King of Great Britain, than to the Grand 
4 Bleſſed Effects of unlimited Enquiries 
after Truth! But how this was diſcovered, I 


confeſs ' 


5 . 
„„ confeſs Jam at a Loſs to know; from the 
Scriptures | believe they will not attempt to 
n prove it and from the Practice of the pri- 
y mitive Chriſtians it will be a hard Thing to 
ir thew. But there is yet a harder Point to be 
„ got over; for the People themſelves, by their 
j1 Repreſentatives, have conſented to it; and if 
; there be any Thing in our Conſtitution more 
e then ordinary well ſecured, *tis the Eſtabliſh. | 
of ment of the Church of England. Thoſe who are 
at in the Legiſlati ve Capacity profeſs themſelves 
ur Of her Communion : The Law is plainly and fully | 
FF on her Side, and what is yet a greater Sanction, 
o- The King himſelf, in his Sacred Coronation Oath, 
ur hath ſolemnly ſworn to protect and defend her. 
as Our Enquirer was aware of this, and therefore 
a- the more effectually to untie the Subjects Alle- 
li- giance in this Point, he advances another 
he very extraordinary Poſition, viz, © That 
he „there are ſome Privileges of the People ſo 
be ſacred, that they. themſelves cannot part 
ue with; and having before laid it down, that all 
der Power was derived from their Conſent, he 
an .* * has nothing more to do, but to name a Liſt 
ng of thoſe inviolable popular Rights, (which 
me he does, and make this the Chief) ſo that 
to di maugre all Acts afſented to by the Body of 
nd the State, here is a new indefeaſible divine 
ies Authority lodged in the People, which 
„ 1 they are exhorted to make Uſe of, and not 
eſs, # ſuffer, or give up a Right to the Magiſtrate, | 
which he can have no reaſopable Claim to. 
: Before 


e 
Before we £0 farther, it may not be amiſs 
to take ſome Notice of this Point of the Civil 
Magiſtrate's Authority, and the rather, be- 
cauſe the Church of England hath aſſerted it 
in expreſs Terms, in her Thirty Seventh Arti- 
cle. Now that under the Fewiſh Monarchy, 
both civil and eccleſiaſtical Power, was lodg'd 
in the Prince, is apparent from the Scriptures 
themſelves, for David made Laws, in relation 
to the Courſes of the Prieſts; and other eccleſi- 
tf aſtical and religious Matters. In his laſt Act of 
of his Kingly Office, when he is inſtruèting his 
Son Solomon in the Meaſure of his Authority, 
he names the Prieſts expreſly, and declares 
that they, as well as all the Reſt of the Peo- 
ple, were to be at his Commandment. Pur- 
ſuant to this, Solomon did make certain Re- 
gulations in the Jewiſh Church; and the ſa- 
crcd Text tells us, both the Prieſts and the Le- 
vites departed not from his Commandment in any 
Matter. That theſe were Acts of Regal 
Power, and done by Virtue of the Royal 
Office, -not from any 1mmediate Inſpiration 
vouchſifed to David and Salomon, in relation, 
particularly to thoſe Points, in which they 
medled, is clear from the ſame Authority's 
being exerciſed by ſucceeding Princes. As 
we read that Fehoſhaphat, Hezekiah and Joſial 
gave many Directions, and made many 
Changes in ſacred Affairs. Nay, fo ſenſible 


were the Jewiſh Prieſts of this Right! s being 
in 
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n 
in their Civil Governor, that in the Days of 
Ezra and Nehemiah, they acted in exact Con- 
formity to the Commiſſions granted by the 
Kings of Perſia, to the Perſons above- named; 


by Virtue of which, they alſo made Sonden 
tions Eccleſiaſtical, and were unanimouſly 


obeyed. So that the Jewiſh Church inſtituted 
by God, and almoſt ſucceſſively illuminated 
by Prophets, was in this Reſpect directly op- 
poſite to the Enquirer. Let us ſee then, whe- 


ther the Chriſtian Revelation, made any Al- 


terations in the Meaſures of Obedience! 


Certainly none. 


The exprefs Command of Chriſt is, Render 


to Cæſar, the Things which are Cxſar's, And 
as Chriſt alſo expreſsly denyed his Kingdom 
was of this World; ſo conſequently, if Prin- 

ces had before (as tis ſhewn they had) Autho- 


rity in Religious Matters, then they retain'd 


it ſtill. But the Behaviour of the Primitive 
Chriſtians puts this Matter out of diſpute, 


for they lived in ftrid Obedience to the Em- 


perors, when Heathen ; and after they be- 


came Chriſtians, not only yielded to the 
Laws they made in Eccleſiaſtical Affairs, ma- 
ny of which are to be found in Theodoſſus and 


Fuſtinian's Code; and many more which are 
added by Juſtinian in his Novels. But they 


alſo appealed to him on all doubtful Contro- 


verſies; and, by his Summons, General 


Councils were called, and the Emperors fate 
1 G | in 
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in them in Perſon, and confirmed their De. 
crees. When the Imperial Dominions came 
to be canton'd out into petty Principalities, 
and leſſer Sovereignities, each of thoſe Princes 
ated in the ſame Manner. They named 
Biſhops, gave Inveſtitures, called Synods, and, 


in fine, did every Thing which to them ſeem. 


ed proper, for the Government of the Church, 
within their Territories. 

As to this Particular, in our own Country, 
there is abundant Proof: For, as Biſhop Barnet 
well obſerves, The Letters from Pope Eleu- 
therius to King Lucius, even ſuppoſing them 


to be forged, will yet give very probable 


Teſtimony in this Caſe ; for all Forgeries are 


carefully ſuited to the Manners of thoſe 


Times, in which they are intended to be fa- 


ther'd. In theſe Letters then, the PO P E calls 


the KING, God's Vicar in his Kingdoms ; and it is 
faid to bilone to his Office, to bring his Subjects to 
the Holy Church, and to Maintain, Protect, and 


Govern them in it. Both Saxon and Daniſh 


Kings did, during their reſpective Reigns, 


make many Laws about Eccleſiaſtical Matters, 


After the Conqueſt, nothing was more fre— 
quent than the Conteſts between the Kings 
and the Popes upon this Point: And 'tis plain, 


the general Sentiments of the People ſuppo— 
ſed the Authority ought to have been in their 


Prince; and there, in the very Dawn of the 
Reformation, they, by their folemn Conſent, 
placed 
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placed it. The independent Power of the 


Church from the State, has been, by the 


wiſeſt and moſt moderate Men, thought both 
an abſurd and dangerous Poſition ; and the 


Experience our Forefathers had of it, in the 


groſſer Times of Popery, ought to be a Warn- 
ing. As to the Extent of human Power, it 
does moſt certainly reach the Caſe before us, 


viz. the outward Form ard Order of the 
Church ; although there are ſeveral Points 


to which it cannot be extended: As for Ex- 
ample, making void the Laws of Nature, &c- 


But as Biſhop Burner has defined this er 


in the cleareſt Manner, 1 will give it in his 
Words, P. 386 of his Expoſition of the Thirty 
Nine Articles. It ſeems clear, as to all Matters 
that are indifferent, and are determined by no Law 
of God, the Magiſtrates Authority muſt take Place, 


and is to be Obeyed, The Church has no Authority 
that ſhe can maintain in Oppoſition to the Magi» 


ſtrate, but in executing the Laws of God, and the 


Rules of the Goſpel : In all other Things, as ſhe acta 
under his Protection, ſo it is by his Permiſſion. 
Having thus, as conciſely as I could, treated 


of this Subject, and ſhewn how groundleſs 
this Aſſertion is, that the Magiſtrate has no 
Claim to ſuch a Kight, in religious Matters, 
let us return to the Enquirer, and ſee the Uſe 
he intends to make of this Poſition, 
Turning then to his Twentieth Page, we 
find the Sum Total of all his Arguments, 
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and that Propoſition for which he has been ſo 
Jong preparing, is at laſt ſpoke out; for hav- 
ing removed thoſe ſtumbling Blocks, his 
Majeſty's Supremacy, and the Conſtitution of 
our Church by Law, as he before had vilify'd 
her Diſcipline, and calumniated her Divines. 


We are next preſented with a Sketch of that 


Eſtabliſhment, our polite Enquirer intends 
ſhould be ſet up in her Room; but let us * 
it in his own Words. 

* And if every Church was to uſe a private 
ec Method of Worſhip of their own, and 


© Chriſtianity only, in general, was to be the 


cc eftabliſhed Religion in theſe Kingdoms, 


c what would be the Prejudice?“ 


We need be at no great Loſs to gueſs the 
Prejudice. But before we go on to that, let 


me- ask you, good Mr. Enquirer, or rather 
thoſe who ſtill ſtick to, and defend theſe 


Principles ſince you have left them ; to 
what Purpoſe, was all this Circumlocution ? 
What need was there for falling out with the 
Articles, charging all who complyed with the 
Church, and ſubſcribed to them, with Per- 


jury, Lying to the Holy Ghoſt, Swearing to get a 


Living, and being able to fi gn and ſubſcribe 


Mahometaniſm in Turky, ſince it is the eſtab- 
111h'd Religion there? Or to what End was 
our Liturgy and Ceremonies ſo rudely attack'd ? 
Why was it affirmed, as if you could enter 


into the Secrets of the Heart, and open the 


Re- 
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Receſſes of Mens Souls, that the greater Part 
of our Clergy look*d on the Athanaſian Creed, 
as the moſt unintelligible Jargon that ever 


was invented? Why is the Devotion of the 
Common-Prayer Book repreſented as abſurd; 
unſcriptural, and an Affront to the Divine 
Being? And why that Paſſion expreſſed, at 
its being bound up with the Holy Bible, as if 


the People could miſtake it for a Thing as 


ſacred, as what was inſpir'd immediately by 
God, and Part of it alſo written by his Fin- 
ger? Or how comes this to be a Crime in us, 
when the ſame Thing is done by the Calvi- 
niſtical Divines, as may at any Time be ſeen, 


at the End of a French Teſtament, or Bible ? 
I fay, why was all this, with ſome other Ob- 


jections, yet to be ſpoken to, raked together? 
When you were conſcious that your real De- 
ſign was not to diſpoſe the People to the al- 


tring of any Thing, that ſhould from your 


Arguments appear to be amiſs, but to demo- 


liſh the whole Structure, and ruin the Frame 


of the moſt venerable and perfect Church, of all 

thoſe who now profeſs the Faith of Chriſt. 
Why did you not proceed on your firſt laid 

down Poſition, and ſhew as you had aſſerted, 


that the Church of Chriſt was Private, and not 


National? Why did you fo ſoon lay aſide Ar- 
gument and fall to Reviling? And why, while 
ſpeaking to one, whom you call a Miniſter of a 
Chriſtian and Proteſtant Church, had you Re- 

_ courſe 
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courke to Language, which the Arch-Angel 


Michael thought not fit to uſe, even when 
contending with the Devil ? I would willing- 


ly put the moſt charitable Conſtruction on 


them that I can ; but 1 profeſs, nothing better 
appears to me than a Deſign of running down 
That by Clamor, over which you knew by cool 
Argument, and ſound Reaſoning, it was impoſ- 
ſible to prevail. But let us turn our Eyes 


to thoſe Advantages you pretend to draw 
from the Abolition of the preſent Church, and 
the barely eſtabliſhing Chriſtianity in general, 


(or which is the ſame Thing, al who profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians) in the ſtead of it. 
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& Men would ſearch into thoſe Matters (ay | 


ce you) for themſelves, and Heats of Party, 
ce which have had the moſt miſchievous Con. 


ce jequences of any Thing, would be abſolute. 


© ly impoſſible, becauſe then none of them 
* would be uppermoſt, and it is likely no 
ce other Zeal but that for brotherly Love 
& would prevail amongſt us. Men could not 


© have leſs Religion, for it is not true Religi- 


ton that is forced; but every ones, when tis 
cc his own, would be moſt likely to be genuine. 


* Theſe are the deſireable Conſequences of 
© private Judgment, and theſe are the Prin- 


e cjples of the Diſſenters. You mean thoſe 
of them I preſume, who diſſent upon the 


Grounds you ſo often have laid down. 
1 am, Sir, far from thinking your Conclu. | 


fions | 
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fions right; but as I ſhall urge nothing againſt 
them, which (to me at leaſt) does not ſeem 


grounded on the ſtrongeſt Reaſon. None, I 


hope, who continue ſtill in your Principles 
can take it amiſs. 
1. In the firſt Place, ſuch a Change as you 


mention, could give no Satisfaction to any, 


but a late Sect of Free-thinkers, who, by this 
Means, would gain a Liberty of indulging 
whatever wild Notions they thought fit to 
form: And Diſſenters of your own Claſs, 


who from the Similitude I perceive in your 


Sentiments, for, ought I know, may be the 
ſame. What a prodigious Multitude then muſt 


be offended at this Alteration, not only of the 


eſtabliſhed Church, but of thoſe alſo (whom 
*till your Pamphlet taught me to diſtinguiſh) 


I thought had been Diſſenters? How would 


they be pleaſed to ſee Opinions tolerated 
which are directly oppoſite to Piety and Chri- 
ſtianity, ſuch as Antinomians, Muggletonians, 
&c. profeſs: Who are now continually utter- 


Ing their Blaſphemies, with but little Re- 


ſtraint; and would then propagate the impi- 


_ ous Abſurdities they profeſs to hold, with the 


moſt horrid and dreadful Imprecations. Can 
it ſeem reaſonable then, that a whole Nation, 
for I am certain there is not one hundredth 


ö Part in your Sentiments, ſhould be put into 


ſuch a State of Confuſion ? Nay, and fome of 
them, perhaps, precipated into Damnation, 


* 


for 
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for the Sake of a Party of Men, whoſe Heads 
are turn'd with falſe Notions of Liberty, and 
either know not what they want, or elſe have 
more already in their Power, than this 
Emutick Eftabliſhnent could give them, 

2. Inſtead of that Brotherly Love, that true 
Zeal for Religion you talk of, I confeſs I am at 
a Loſs to conceive, ſhould the Influence of the 
Civil Magiſtrate be taken away, how that Spirit 


of Forbearance only, which is abſolutely ne- 


ceſſary to ſupport you in the State you men- 
tion, could be kept up; conſidering the diffe- 
rent and contradiftory Principles of thoſe, amongſt 


whom it is to be eſtabliſhed : Who have 


many of them expreſſed a Diſlike, nay, an 


Abhorrence of granting a Toleration, not only 
to the Members of our Church, but to one ano- 
ther alſo. What Concord ? What Harmony ? 


What Agreement could be expected, by one 


acquainted with their Tenets, from Anabapv- 
tiſts, Antinomians, Arians, Familiſts, Independents, 
Ouakers, Muggletonians, Ranters, Socinians, Sweet = 
Singers, Free-thinkers, and many more that 


might be named, when veſted with equal 


Power, and having no longer the Authority 
of the Magiſtrate to awe them, Is it impro- 


bable, that Party Deſigns might be grafted 


upon their Religious Principles, and a few Am- 


bitious Men, form Contrivances to raiſe them- 
_ ſelves, and by Means of their moſt powerful 


Intereſts, to ſeperate this heterogeneous Band. of 
Farring 
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Jarring Religions, and put an End to this eſtab⸗ 
liſhed Medley of Faiths, Or is it impoſlible, 
That ſome amongſt themſelves, conſidering 
the blaſphemous Impieties that are utter'd by 
others, ſhould out of Charity and Zeal for the 
Glory of God, extirpate and deſtroy them ? Or 
may not our Want of Unity ftir up the inde- 
fatigable Spirit of the Papiſts, who would then 


find buta feeble Reſiſtance, and ſoon bring the 
_ contending Parties together again, not in the 


Bands of Peace, but under the Yoke of Reomil 


Bondage? Or is it not moſt likely (if indeed 


this Scheme were not calculated for that Pur- 
poſe} that as ſoon as the Banks of the eftabliſh- 


ed Religion were broken down, that a Torrent of 
Deiſm and Infidelity, which ſo long has threat- 


ened us, would break in, and carry all before 
it? We ſhould then ſee where our Enquiries 
after Trath would End, and the bleſſed Fruits 
of our preſent Excellent Regulator; Hobbs and 
Spinoza, might quickly ſucceed the Goſpel, and 
we might, to our great Edification, have the 


Philoſophy of Lucretius explained from the 


Roſtrum, inſtead of a Pulpit, by Preachers of 
Deiſm, and Free. thinking Teachers. | 
3. But that I may not ſeem barely to have 


advanced Suppoſitions, without all colour of 


Proof. I muſt now remind my Reader, that 


ſomething, not altogether unlike what our 


Enquirer wiſhes for, did once happen in our 


Country, in the Days of our Fathers: 


H pen 
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From 1641 to 1660 was a Period of Diſſention : 


and tho' all the Advantages in favour of difſent- 


ing Liberty, concurr'd, yet we all know what 
was at laſt its Fate. Having by the ſtrong 


Spirit of Puritaniſm, triumphed over the pre- 


cipitate Meaſures taken by ſome Prelates, 


which ruined both themſelves and the 


Church; the Presbyterians at Firſt, got into 


the Saddle, but did they grant Tolerations, 
and Act with Brotherly Love towards their 
Fellow Puritans? No, they diſcerned well 
enough, the Neceſſity of Church Goverment 
and Uniformity : And therefore trod, as near 


as Poſſible, in the Footſteps of thoſe whom 
they had deſtroy d. Their Directory (as abo- 


minable to the other Sectaries as the Maſs) 
| ſucceeded the Common Prayer, Shires were redu- 


ced into a Sort of Presbyterian Dioceſes's, and 
Synods aud Aſſemblies came in the Place of Con- 
vocations. But as our Enquirer has often laid 
it down, Order is from all Hands, alike diſ- 
pleaſing, to theſe who place their utmoſt 


_ Wiſhes in Diſſention. Cromwell finding it for 


his Intereſt, encouraged Independents, and 
turning himſelf Enthuſtaſt, brought Canting, 
Whining, and Hypocriſy ſo much in Faſhion, that 
immediately illuminated Prophets, ſuch as 
Reeves and Muggleton, ſtarted up, and vented 
iuch monſtrous Impieties, ſuch ſhocking Blaſphe- 
mies, as were ſufficient to have made any Man, 

who had the leaſt Reverence tor the Divine Be- 


ing, 
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ing, tremble. Salmon, a Soldier in his Army, 
ſtiled himſelf openly, and in Print, the Son of 
God. Quakers, in the Dawn of their Opinions, 
affirmed the Light within them, to be the migh- 
ty Man, Chriſt Jeſus; while ſome gave out 
that the Elect (meaning themſelves) might 
commit the greateſt Sins, without ſtanding in 
Fear of Puniſhment, or of offending Gd. Be- 
hold the Effects of Ui ſ- much wiſhed for 
Liberty, wiz. Unſettledneſs of Faith, Corruption 
of Morals, Confuſion in all Things , and, in fine, 
never ſo little Piety, and ſo loud an Outcry 
about Religion. It is no Wonder if Men of 
Atheiſtical Principles laid hold on this Occaſion 
to propagate their Notions, and diſparage Re- 
velation in general, Mr. Hobbs, about this 
Time, vented his Opinions, and the Seeds of 
Die ſm then ſown, hath brought forth in our 

| Days, Fruit in Abundance. 
Thus, Sir, I have endeayour'd to manifeſt 
| how much Confuſion, ſuch a Change as you 
are for, would neceſſarily involve us in, how 
hort a Continuance, in all Probability, ſuch 
as tate of Things would have; and where, in 
all Likelyhood, and from Experience, they 

might be expected to determine. 
Ilĩ˖ thought by the Current of your Diſcourſe, 
= | that you had now done with Invectives. But 
; on the contrary, Page 21, I find you enter 
{3 upon it afreſh, and begin with Sneering at 
che Biſhops, to whom you would be ſuppoſed 
„ to 
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to make a Compliment, when you aſſure us, 
that you think it would be Want of good 
Manners, not to give their Lordſhips their Titles, 
as they are Creatures of the Civil Power, and 


have it due to their Quality, over and above 
their Perſonal Merit. But I cannot help being 
ſurpriz'd that you are ſo imprudent as to cen- 
ſure the Secular Arm for not puniſhing 
Mr. Betty, for his indiſcreet Sermon at Oxford, 


while you, yourſelf, have been for Twenty 
Pages together, inſulting the Notional Church, as 


abſurd in her Doctrine, and unſcriptural in her 
Devotion; calumniating all her Clergy, and point- 
ing*them out as the moſt wicked and abomina- 


ble Set of Men; traducing the State, as if it 


ſecretly approv'd your Tenets, and looked on 
the Eccleſiaſtical Eſtabliſhment, as a Set of uſeleſs 
Rites and old faſhioned Ceremonies, which they 


would be glad to be rid of, if it were not for 


the Sake of the People : Good Sir, conſider a | 
little, and name, if you can, a Country under 


Heaven, even Holland itſelf, where if you had] 


publiſhed ſuch a Libel, the State would have] 
ſuffered you to have gone thus long unpu. Þ 
niſhed ; and therefore, when you next reflect] 


on the Lenity of the Government, do it upon 
better Grounds, that is your own Impunity ? | 


However, methinks a Regard to Religion Þ 


might, in ſome Meaſure, have reconciled you, 


and your Party, to my Lords, the Biſhops, who! 
at the Time when the Proteſtant Faith was inf | 
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the utmoſt Danger, made a Glorious and Chriſti. 
anlike Stand in its Defence, to their own great 
Peril, againſt the raſh and violent Meaſures 
that were then prevalent at Court; while 
ſome other Perſons I could mention, careleſs of 
the common Danger, ſhared not the Indulgence 
only, but the Favour of a Popiſh Prince, which 
they repaid with flattering Addreſſes of Life 
and Fortune; tho? I muſt do them the Juſtice 
to icknowledge, that when it came to the 


Puſh, they did not ſo far injure their Country 
as to keep their Word. Gratitude alfo, for the 
Oppoſition a certain famous Bill in Parliament, 


in the late Reign, met with from ſome on 


that venerable Bench, might ſure have induc'd 


you to have treated them with more Reſpett, 
As the Behaviour of the Right Reverend Pre- 
late, in whoſe Dioceſe we at preſent are, and 


the extraordinary Vigilance, he has uſed in 
the Diſcharge of his Paſtoral Office, muſt ſurely 
have rendered him an Obje& of Eſteem and 
Admiration among all true Chriſtians, while 


his Virtues reflect a Splendor on the Church, and 


his Order, from a Piety of Life equal, even to 


thoſe of the Primitive Ages, and his great Parts, 
and eminent Learning, have diſtiguiſned him 
amongſt the Moderns. 

Our Enquirer, not yet weary of inviduous 


Reflactions on the Diſcipline of the Church, dwells 


particularly on two other Obleftions ; he 
thinks fit to make the firſt againſt God-Fa- 
thers 


Canons, from taking upon him this Charge 
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thers and God-Mothers, and the Manner of 
our conferring the Sacrament of Baptiſm ; and 
the other againſt our receiving of the Com- 


munion kneeling ;, both theſe are Points, to 


which Objections have been often made, and 
as often anſwered. I ſhall not therefore de- 


tain my Reader too long upon either; eſpeci- 


ally ſince from an Explanation only, both 
may ſufficiently be juſtified. 
The Office of Infant Baptiſm in the Church 


ſuppoſes an internal Regeneration; when there- 


fore the helpleſs Infant is offer'd up and dedi- 


dicated to God, ſhe requires, according to the 
antient Uſage, Sponſers, for the Child, who 
| ſhall make an Orthodox Profeſſion of their 
Faith, and ſolemnly promiſe before God, to 
take care the Infant ſhall be bred up in the 
ſame, until he come to an Age ſufficient, to 
take upon himſelf thoſe Yowsnow made, in his 
Name, and to receive the full Effects of his 
Baptiſm. Where then is the Error? Where 


is the Abſurdity of this? If Men indeed neg- 


le it, if they look on it only as a Form, and 


trouble themſelves no farther about it when 
*tis over, that is certainly a Fault, and a very 


great Fault, not in the Church, but in thoſe 


who commit it. As to the main Objection, 
which is ſet forth in ſo moving a Strain, that 
a Father is thus made a meer Stranger at the 
Baptiſm of his Child, and excluded by oe 
of 
its 
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its being brought up a Chriſtian, it wants 
only calmly to be conſider'd, and *tis confu- 
ted. For the Church, conſidering that Ten- 


wt derneſs and Affection which Parents naturally 


have for their Children, thought it ſufficient 
to excite them to the Performance of a Duty 
ſo obvious, and ſo indiſpenſible, as bringing 
up their Offspring in the Knowledge of the 


Chriſtian Faith. But the Ceremony of Sponſers 
was retained, that in Caſe of Death, or Ina- 


bility in the Parents, Means might be provided, 


that every Infant dedicated to God in Baptiſm, 
ſhouldberrſtrufted in the Nature of thoſe Points, 
which were then promiſed and vowed in his 
Name. And for that Purpoſe, are the Sureties 
\ ſolemnly charged to take heed to the Educati- 
| or of the Child for which they promiſe, and if 

they fail in this, is not the Fault properly 


theirs? Wherein then conſiſts the Hardſhip ? 
Wherein lies the Abſurdity of this Inſtitution ? 


Or rather, how excellent is the Conſtitution of 


the Church in itſelf, however it may be pervert- 
ed? Does not this alſo ſufficiently explain, 
and does it not alſo juſtify that Canon, where- 
by Fathers are forbid to anſwer in this Reſpect 
for their Children, and which our Enquirer, in a 
moving Strain of Language, repreſents as 
the greateſt Cruelty ? Since his anſwering 


here, would be in the firſt Place needleſs, 
being already bound to do his arrermeft in this 
Point, as well by the expres Laws of God, as 


the 
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the Ties of Nature. And ſecondly, It would 
be inconvenient, by taking up the Room of 
another Perſon, whom the Church in her Wiſ- 
dom had appointed, to make the Security the 
ſtronger, 
The laſt Object ion of the Enquirer is to kneel- 

ing at the Communion. Our Author expreſ- 


ſes himſelf very modeſtly on this Head; he 


ſays, he does not object to the Poſture itſelf, 
but only ſuggeſts that Liberty ought to be 
left to thoſe, who think they cannot ſafely 
comply with it. I ſhall not then enter deep 
into the Controverſy about this Poſture, but 
ſhall content myſelf with obſerving how care- 
fully this Point has been explain'd, at the 
Cloſe of the Communion Service, to prevent 
Weak Perſons from falling into the Idolatrou: 


| Worſhip of the Papiſis, and to ſatisfy all on] 


what Grounds it is we kneel, As to the En- 
quirer's Propoſition, that it were better Men | 
were left entirely at their own Mill, in this] 
Matter ; and that it would carry a greater, | 


and more ſolemn Face of Devotion, if ſome 


kneePd, others ſet, and others received it] 


ſtanding at the ſame Time ;, he does not ſeem to] 


regard the Conftitution of our Church (or in- 


| deedof any other) as to Conformity, that be- 
ing the Point aim'd at by the Efabliſhment ; 


and therefore thoſe grave and wiſe Men, who \ 
compoſed the Office of the Sacrament, reſolved |. 
upon kneeling, as the moſt proper Poſture, Þ 

agreeable| 
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agreeable alſo to the Practice of moſt of che 
Foreign Proteſtant Churches, and approved of, 


even by the Wiſeſt of the Diſſenters here; for 
Mr. Baxter ſpeaks of it thus, in his Chriſtian 


Directory, Part 2, Page 3, For Kneeling, I never 
' yet heard any Thing to prove it unlawful. He goes 
on to ſhew, that nothing can be urged to prove 
it unlawful, and then proceeds thus, For the 
Nature of the Ordinance, it is mixed; and if it 
may be lawful to take a Pardon from the King upon 


our Knees, I know not what can make it unlawful 


to take a ſealed Pardon from Chriſt (by his Am- 
bafſador) upon our Knees, The Church there. 


fore, judging Uniformity in this, as well as in 


other Things neceſſary, thought fit to enjoin 


Kneeling at the Lord's-Supper, on her Children, 


rather than any other Form; but eſpecially, 


rather than Sitting, uſed by the Socinians, in ex- 


np! preſs Contempt of our Saviour's Divinity, with 


whom, as with an Air of Equality, they 


affect to ſit down. But that the Church may 
appear leſs ſingular, in her Inſtitution, 1 beg 
Leave to ask thoſe, who are better acquainted 
than I, if the Diſſenters, who admit it to be 
; 4 lamful, permit any to receive the Communion 
'Þ 7 kneeling at their Hands. 


I have now done with the Enquirer ; for the 


2 remaining Part of his Performance, 1s em- 
ployed about what, from the Title Page one 
would have ſuppoſed, was to have been the 
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Subject of it all, viz. the Cauſes that have oc- 
caſioned the Decay of the Diſſenting Intereſt, 
ud the Methods proper to revive it, If any 

Thing advanced here, be of Service to them, 
they will doubtleſs make uſe of it; and if any 
Expreſſions, or ſome Opinions of the Enquirer 
offend them, 'tis their Buſineſs to find fault, 
not mine. te bt 5 1 
I thall, however, lay hold of this Opportuni- 

ty of Speaking to the Calmer, more Moderate, 
and Conſcientious Part of the Diſſenters; who 
diſſent, not for Diſſenting Sake, but from 
real Scruples of Heart, and unfeigned Doubts 
in their Minds, concerning ſome Things re- 
ceived by the Church. And I will begin, with 
_ aſſuring them, that for my own Part, and, I 
believe, I may ſafely anſwer, for the greater 
Part of our Communion, that we are far from 
entertaining wncharitable Opinions of, or bearing 
any I-Will, or Rancour towards you; on 
the Contrary, ſince we found Arguments did 
not prevail, we have ceaſed to trouble you 
with Controverſial Writings, and left you to 
the peaceable Poſſeſſion of your Religious Sen- 
timents, As the State (compoſed altogether 
of Sons of the Church) has by its Toleration 
Act, permitted you to go on quietly in your 
Way, we are ſurprized therefore, at ſome 
new Dilcourſes, publiſhed from your Side, 
written with Virulency, and not unaccompa- 
3 nied 
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nied with Detraction; which ſeem to ſhew a 
Diſlike of Peace, and a Deſire of turning all 
Things into Confuſion, by reviving old Contro- 
verſies, and raking together the FOTO Embcrs 


of Diſſention. 


For my Part, as I look upon this to be the 
Conduct only of a Party amongſt you,. who 
are endeavouring to graft certain free-think- 
ing Notions, which have of late ſprung up, 


upon diſſenting Principles; ſo all that 1 have 


herein ſaid, belongs to them only; but if the 


Plague has ſpread its Contagion farther, I ſhall 


offer ſome Conſiderations in order to ſtay it, by 
laying its Tendency before you, and Fully 


ſhewing the Error of ſuch Proceedings; fince, 
ſhould any Deſign by Fraud, or Force, take 
Effect, (as Itruſt in God it never will) the 
ſubverting the Church of England, as it is by 
Law eſtabliſhed, could not in any Degree tend 


towards the promoting the diſſenting Intereſt. 
But it is on the contrary, the Buſinels, even 


of thoſe who differ from her, (if they are 


guided by Reaſon) rather to maintain and ſup- 
port, than weaken and undermine her, 
Firſt then, If you conſider of what Conſe- 


| quence the eſtabliſhed Church, as it now ſtands, is 


to theProteſtant Int ereſt, throughout Europe, how 
venerable in her Appearance, and how capa- 
ble of ſupporting her Brethren in Foreign Coun- 
tries, either in the Maintenance of their juſt 

2. Kights, 
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Rights, or in redreſſing ſuch Grievances as 
Popiſh Sovereigns, and Popiſh Neighbours, may lay 
upon them, it will ſurely hinder you from en- 
acer to overturn her. And Secondly), 
If we could ſuppoſe that the State would alter 
the Eſtabliſhment, let what would be the Na- 
tional Religion, we mul at the ſame Time re- 
fle& on the Danger of ſuch a Change; and that 
as it would tend to the creating Diſturbances at 
Home, ſo it would of Conſequence leſſen the 
Figure we make Abroad, which, in this Reſpect, 
does very ſtrongly depend on the Luſtre of the 
Church herſelf, as is evident from the Letter 
written by Calvin to Cranmer, Arch-Biſhop of 
Canterbury; in which he tells his Grace, (for ſo 
without Scruple he ſtiles him) That he highly 
approves his Propoſition, for holding a general Pro- 
teſtant Council, and moſt heartily thanks him for 
efferring the Realm of England, for that good 
Purpoſe ;, vay, ſo far was even this rigid Diſci- 
plinarian from thinking our Hierarchy, Dott- 
rines, or Ceremonies, 10 abſurd, or unſcriptural, 
as they are now by ſome repreſented. that 
he in the ſame LETTE R, Offers, notwith- 
ſtanding his great Age and Infirmities, to croſs the 
Seas in Perſon, and join with the Arch- Biſhop. 
But if we turn our Eyes to our Domeſtick 
Concerns, we ſhall find the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church, ſo interwoven with the Conſtitution of 
the State, that the ſubverting of the one, muſt 


neceſſarily 
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neceſſarily create ſtrong Convulſions, if it by 
not attended with the entire Overthrow of the 
bother. And therefore, whoever endeavours to 
8 ercite; or bring about the firſt, may, without 
© training of Things, be fairly ſuppoſed an 
Enemy to both; ſince he is attempting to ſow 
the Seeds of Diſoment among the Commonalty, 
by filling their Minds with Fealouſies of ſome 
| Undertaking of that Sort, being in Embrio, 
: which whatever you of the Diſſenting Perſwa- 
aon may flatter yourſelves with, may, in the 
| End, prove Fatal to your Safety, by placing you 
in a Light, odious to the People; and which 
muſt ſoon render, you of Courſe, * 
to the a | 

© Beſides, were it poſſible for yours, or the 
Enquirers Wiſhes to ſuccced, you would 
| Euickly feel an ancaſy Change. What he obſerves 
Ito you, of your preſent Brotherly Love, of 
; - ie Presbyterians, Independents and Baptiſts ; that 
Intercourſe of Charity, and friendly Diſſenti- 
4 2, is founded on another Cauſe, than either 
4 4 e gueſſes at, or cares to lay open to you. For 
3 is moſt cortalaly owing to the eſtabliſhed Re. 
ion, which taking up Eccleſiaſtical Preferments, 
Faves you none to mind but voluntary Congrega- 
"Hors, and by that Means prevents the Entrance 
of Ambition, which would infallibly break 

hem into Parties, who are in their preſent 
tate, Friends and Fellow-Labourers. And 
1 the 
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the certain Conſequence of any of thoſe 
Parties prevailing, would infallibly end in 
withdrawing Toleration from the Reſt, as 
has been before ſhown, and a great Part of 
the Diſſentert, would thereby, be in a much 
worſe State than they now are. 

Since then, the Proteſtant Cauſe in e 
your own Country, nay, and even many of 
yourſelves, would ſuffer from ſuch a Revolution, 
(for to think of preſerving a Confederacy 
amongſt ſuch a jarring Multitude, would be 
to build a Wall of Water, or twiſt a Rope 
of Sand) it 1s not only ridiculous, but dange- 
rous to ſeem even deſirous of bringing it to 
paſs. If then, it appears to be your 1 
that ſuch Deſigns ſhould be laid aſide, *tis 
extreamly irratioval, to be continually vent- 
ing your Spleen againſt a Church, which as it 
is eſtabliſhed by Law, may always have recourſe 
to it, for Defence. Beſides, *tis a Practice 
directly contrary to your Principles, do you 
not contend for Liberty of Conſcience ? And if 
Freedom of governing your own Churches 
And do ye not enjoy it to the full? Why the 
do ye deny it to others, and daily difturi 
the Peace of the eſtabliſbed Communion, as iſ 
the Toleration had not only given you Leave i 
ſeperate from, but alſo to inſult her. Let mul 
entreat ye then, as Chriſtians, let me exho'Þ 
ye as Proteſtants let me beſeech ye as Brito 
n0Þ 
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not to continue by your Invectives, to wound 


the Church of Chriſt, to weaken the reform- 


ed Intereſt, and divide your Country, but 


rather that you would join with us as Neigh- 
bours, and of one Faith, in Prayer to Almigh. 
ty God. That we may be ſo guided and governed 


by his good Spirit, that all who profeſs and call 
themſelves Chriſtians may be led into the Way of 
Truth, and hold the Faith, in Unity of Spirit, in 
the Bond of Peace, and in Reghteouſneſs of Life. 
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